
Learn more at
www.laos-proceed.com

10  Facts about Forest Protection

P r o C E E d
Promotion of Climate-related Environmental Education

Environment – We care today for tomorrow

1

2

Forests are a 
precious natural 
resource

Forests are dominated by trees but there 
are also animals, plants, soils and rocks. 

Forests and forestland in Laos belongs to 
the state, and is regulated by Lao Forestry 
Law. 

Production forests are natural forests and 
tree plantations meant to be sustainably 
used as the main source for timber.  

Conservation and protection forests are 
meant to conserve animal and plant 
species, and watersheds.

Forests are valuable 
ecosystems 

Forests are one of Laos’ greatest resources 
as they offer a space to live for many wild 
animals and plants, including rare species. 

Forests protect human settlements and 
hydro-power projects against landslides 
and water run-offs during heavy rains or 
storms. They also store water during dry 
periods. 

Tree roots protect the soil from erosion 
through wind or rain. 
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Forest must be 
used sustainably

People’s livelihood highly depends on 
forest products such as food, firewood 
and medicine. 

A lot of the cash income in rural villages 
is from forest products, e.g. mushrooms, 
bamboo shoots, rattan, small animals or 
insects.

If the current generation does not use 
forest resources sustainably, future 
generations will not be able to benefit 
from their use. 

Laos’ economy 
depends on 
forest resources 

The forest sector is one of the important 
sectors of the Lao economy. It is an 
important source of materials, jobs, and 
revenue for the public and private sector.

In 2006, the officially documented value of 
wood and wood product exports was 
97 million USD. 

The natural beauty of Laos and its forests 
are one of the main interests of tourists 
visiting the country. 
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Forests in Laos 
are declining 

In the 1940s, Laos’ total land area was an 
estimated 70% covered by forests. Today, it 
is only 40%.

There are many causes for forests loss: 
unsustainable logging, shifting cultivation, 
charcoal production, mining, farming, 
settlements and large-scale hydropower 
and infrastructure projects. 

In 2000, the Lao Government lost an 
estimated 20 million USD because of 
illegal logging. 

Healthy forests 
help people adapt 
to climate change

Preserving forests is key to reducing Laos’ 
vulnerability to climate change impacts 
such as floods, droughts or landslides. 

Intact forests ensure that people still have 
a place to rely on for food and housing 
materials when crops and buildings are 
destroyed by floods or storms.

To maintain healthy forests, logging, 
hunting and collection of non-timber 
forest products need to be limited. 
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Forests mitigate 
climate change

Timber logging and forest degradation 
contribute to climate change. 

The forestry sector in Laos can support 
reducing climate change risks by
 limiting deforestation and by promoting 
forest conservation, especially in the 
24 National Protected Areas. 

Incentives have to be found that reward 
authorities and local populations for 
keeping forests intact. 
 

Rules & regulations
for forest protection 
are in place

Forest management and conservation in 
Laos are regulated by the 2007 Forestry 
Law which differentiates between 
production, conservation and protection 
forest. 

MoNRE is in charge of conservation and 
protection forests while MAF is responsible 
for production forests. 

The use of the forest for logging and other 
uses is restricted in 24 conservation forests 
dedicated as National Protected Areas.
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10Forest protection 
in Laos needs 
commitment 

Laos has ambitious aims for protecting 
and conserving its forests but, so far, 
achievements are limited. 

The lack of human and financial 
resources is a constraint. Also, priorities 
in Laos are oriented towards economic 
development. 

However, to sustain Laos’ economic 
success forest and environmental laws 
need to be effectively implemented.

Strategy for forest 
resource management
is in place

The 2005 Lao Forestry Strategy aims at 
increasing forest coverage to 70% of the 
total country’s area by 2020. 

Six million hectares of deteriorated forest 
should be rehabilitated and 500,000 
hectares should be reforested. 

The Strategy aims at developing long-term 
management plans for all types of forests  
and at supporting the export of processed 
wood instead of raw materials.


