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Humans and Nature in Georgia -                          
Results from an Environmental Awareness Survey 

Tbilisi, February 2020 

 

Public believes that state of environment in Georgia is worsening 

At 56%, a majority of Georgians interviewed in a recent survey state that the conditions of natural 
resources in their area has worsened over the last 2-3 years. In 2016, only 41% of respondents said so. 
This clearly indicates a decline in the public's perception of the state of the environment in Georgia. 
Respondents found that the situation of natural resources has worsened particularly in relation with 
air quality in Tbilisi and, to a lower extent, with rivers, lakes, mountains, and the Black sea. Two thirds 
of 1,400 people interviewed in Tbilisi, other cities and regions, and villages stated that forests got less. 
Especially older respondents are concerned about air and water quality, and the loss of species. 

Respondents' willingness to engage in environmental protection is generally higher now than in 2016, 
e.g. in terms of saving water and energy, or using an organic bin. But more than half of the people 
interviewed never or rarely engage in environment-friendly practices such as buying organic products, 
using non-plastic shopping bags or helping insect pollinators or wildlife survive by growing plants or 
setting up feeders or nesting boxes. 

On a positive note, two out of three survey respondents see all citizens as mainly responsible for 
protecting the environment, not just the government. The majority defines sustainable development 
as taking into consideration the economic, social and environmental needs of future generations, not 
just jobs. The 18-30 year-olds put environmental protection and preventing the extinction of animals 
and plants  higher on the agenda than older respondents. But in general, protecting the environment, 
preventing the extinction of animals and plants, or adapting to climate change are among the lowest 
rated categories of what the Georgian government should deal with. In comparison, education, 
healthcare, and jobs range much higher. 

The environmental awareness survey was commissioned by Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH as part of the ECOserve program in the South Caucasus in 2019, and was 
implemented by ACT Assist from Germany and GORBI from Georgia. ECOserve aims at improving the 
sustainable use of natural resources and fostering biodiversity conservation and climate protection, 
especially for the benefit of the rural population. Moreover, the program strives to increase the use of 
renewable energies in the energy mix and to raise energy efficiency.  

 

Biodiversity is considered at risk  

This is why the survey looked deeper into biodiversity, climate change, forest and energy issues. Most 
respondents, especially villagers, are very concerned about the loss of biodiversity in grassland/ 
pastures and cropland ecosystems, but less in forests, mountains, rivers and lakes. At least 4/5 see air 
and water pollution, forest and grassland fires, man-made disasters and people's careless attitudes 
towards nature as the highest threats for biodiversity, while only one-third thinks so about heating 
and cooking with firewood. In comparison with 2016, the trend in public perception went down for 
deforestation and infrastructure as a threat but up for intensive farming, overhunting, water and air 
pollution, and man-made disasters. On a personal level, respondents perceive air, water and soil 
pollution, natural disasters, no access to drinking water, and loss of arable land as highest risks to their 
families' livelihood. This is less so concerning deforestation, extinction of species, climate change, or 
conflicts over natural resources. 
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Knowledge about climate change is confused at best 

The knowledge about climate change is confused at best with Georgians interviewed as many mix up 
climate with weather or believe that the climate in their country will not change because it is 
protected by mountains. Regarding extreme weather events in Georgia over the last 5-10 years, 
respondents observed that cold snaps and heat waves as well as droughts and wildfires got more, 
while snowfall got a lot less.  

Georgians do not much relate to forests and do not see firewood extraction as a problem 

Georgians interviewed do not have much of a  direct relation to the forest: Almost half of them had 
never spend time in the forest or in a natural environment with their children under the age of 18 
during the last twelve months. Only one in ten had done this on more than five occasions. The same 
accounts for the sighting or hearing of wild animals in their natural environment: The wide majority of 
respondents has never seen or heard a wild goat, cat or pig, a bear or a wolf. Also, more than half of 
the respondents do not know any people such as  wood cutters, foresters, rangers, carpenters, or 
others who work with wood in handicraft enterprises, furniture production etc. Interestingly, the 
benefits and services of forests such as fresh air, the beauty of nature, firewood and wind protection 
are appreciated even more by urban respondents than villagers. The ones more than 61 years old 
mention firewood more than average, for the 18-30 year-olds this is recreation and picnic. Forest fires 
and illegal logging are regarded by more than two-thirds of the respondents as the most pressing 
problems for forests in Georgia, while firewood extraction is considered a lesser problem.  

Respondents who use firewood almost exclusively live in villages and regional cities. Almost all of 
them state they know that dry firewood burns better and with less smoke, but only about half of them 
actually uses dry firewood. Half of the latter claim that moist firewood burns longer and a quarter 
states that drying firewood for a year or two takes too long. Even in case gas is available, respondents 
who use a firewood stove state that it heats the house or the kitchen better, reduces the costs for gas 
or that food cooked on a firewood stove tastes better. Firewood is overwhelmingly needed for heating 
in winter and enough to heat their homes: More than half of respondents need 3.1-10 cubic meters at 
a price of more than 61 GEL for one cubic meter of firewood. The willingness to pay for better-quality, 
dry firewood is very low, possibly because every sixth person claims doing this already. But a cheaper 
price is the top incentive why two-thirds of respondents would switch from firewood to other energy 
sources, while environmental or health reasons rank lower. Knowledge about the harmful effects of 
burning firewood on people's health is limited at best: Almost half of the express that they do not 
consider firewood as harmful to their health. 

The existing practice of receiving firewood from the state is rated controversially: Urban respondents 
want regulations to be stricter so that less people have direct access to forests to receive firewood, 
while rural ones want the existing practice be liberalized so that more people receive firewood at 
reduced prices. About a third of people interviewed do not know about the existing practice or want it 
kept as it is now. 

 

Energy efficiency is low as very few have their houses thermally insulated 

The energy sources used for heating and cooking are overwhelmingly dominated by gas, but villagers 
also use firewood a lot, and electricity plays a role for cooking. In general, convenience, time and 
cleanliness trump costs and efficiency when it comes to the reasons why energy sources are used. 
Urban respondents would switch to other available energy sources for environmental reasons, while 
for villagers price comes before environment. Access to finance to invest in an improvement of the 
energy situation at home is not available to one-third of respondents. Less than another third relies on 
savings and bank loans for this purpose. At the same time, only one in ten of the people interviewed 
does receive a subsidy on energy sources from the government. In terms of energy efficiency 
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measures, respondents switch lights off when not needed, and use energy efficient bulbs and 
windows, but very few have their houses thermally insulated.  

The majority of the people interviewed has 3-5 rooms in their main residence, but thermal insulation 
of roofs or walls, in contrast to insulated windows, is widely absent. Four out of five respondents have 
one or two rooms heated by means other than a centralized heating system, which may have to do 
with the fact that less than a third of urban and almost none of rural respondents have a 
centralized household heating system. Yet, more than a third of the people interviewed feel that the 
room temperature in their home in winter is "very comfortable". Gas, firewood and electricity are 
respondents' main sources of energy used for heating their homes, while the use of improved 
firewood or briquettes is irrelevant.  

For heating, village respondents predominantly use locally produced conventional firewood stoves 
and energy-efficient Svanetian stoves while two-thirds of urban ones use gas stoves and a quarter 
uses centralized heating systems. For cooking, all respondents use gas stoves much more than any 
other type, only a quarter of villagers uses locally produced and energy-efficient Svanetian firewood 
stoves. The willingness to pay more for an improved firewood stove that lasts longer, heats more 
and/or uses less firewood is very low in rural areas, where almost all of the 478 respondents using 
firewood live: Almost a third is willing to pay nothing more, and another quarter states 10% more. 

 

Trusted sources and channels of information 

Respondents' three main channels of information about the environment and energy were TV, the 
Internet, and social media. Interpersonal communication with family, friends, neighbors or colleagues 
came next while print media played a lesser role, both in 2019 and 2016. The national and local 
governments, scientists and environmental protection associations were rated as most trusted 
sources of information on these issues but, again, individuals were not far behind. 

Rural respondents generally trust forest-related authorities more than urban ones. The Agency of 
Protected Areas is trusted the most, with the National Forest Agency ranking second. Across the 
board, hardly anybody knows about  the ongoing forest sector reform and the new draft forest law.  
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Selected illustrations to supplement the article  

 

Humans and nature 

 

 

Change of natural resource conditions in area of residence in the past 2-3 years (comparison 2016 - 2019) 

 

 

  

Selected action at home to help protect the natural environment (comparison 2016 - 2019) 

 

  

Selected action at home to help protect the natural environment (comparison 2016 - 2019) 

21% 30% 34% 44% 
64% 

81% 

25% 
11% 

32% 
29% 26% 

19% 

22% 
12% 

24% 

10% 

19% 13% 16% 9% 

9% 4% 

22% 

15% 

12% 12% 
23% 26% 

5% 
25% 

46% 

6% 7% 9% 
9% 9% 4% 10% 

2016 2019 2016 2019 2016 2019 2016 2019 

 Laundry washing at 
lower temperatures 

Saving water Switch light off when not 
needed 

Use energy-efficient 
building materials 

Always Often Rarely Never Not applicable Don’t know 
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Selected action at home to help protect the natural environment  

  

 

Biodiversity 

 

  

Selected aspects threatening biodiversity and the natural environment in Georgia (comparison 2016 - 2019) 

 

 

Selected aspects threatening biodiversity and the natural environment in Georgia  
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Selected problems posing a risk to families' livelihood  

 

 

Climate change 

   

Respondents' meaning of climate change  

 

30% 34% 32% 

58% 

9% 

48% 42% 40% 

29% 
32% 32% 

27% 

10% 

30% 
29% 30% 

21% 
14% 16% 

6% 

19% 

9% 
12% 10% 

19% 19% 20% 
9% 

61% 

13% 
17% 18% 

Climate 
Change 

De- forestation Extinction of 
animals/plants 

air, water, soil 
pollution  

Over- 
population 

Natural 
disasters 

health  risks loss of 
arable/pasture 

land 
very high risk high risk low risk no risk Don’t know 



ECOserve  - Management of natural resources and safeguarding of ecosystem services                              
for sustainable rural development in the South Caucasus  
PN 2018.2062.0   
 

8 

 

Statements about climate change in Georgia 

 

 

Observations on extreme weather events in Georgia 
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Forest  

 

 

Benefits and services the forest provides  

 

 

Most pressing problems for forests in Georgia  
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Energy      

 

 

Energy sources for heating and cooking by type of settlement  

 

 

Relation by type of settlement between energy sources for heating and cooking and the reasons for their use  
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Firewood     

 

  

Firewood consumption for cooking and heating  

 

 
Actual price n % 

 0 GEL/m3 57 4,1 

1 -5 GEL/m3 8 ,6 

6-20 GEL/m3 26 1,8 

21-40GEL/m3 25 1,8 

41-60 GEL /m3 41 2,9 

61-80 GEL /m3 65 4,7 

81-100 GEL /m3 49 3,5 

100<  GEL /m3 61 4,4 

Don’t know 159 11,4 

Total* 490 35,0 

 
* only respondents using firewood 

 
 
Firewood prices and willingness to pay  

 

 

  

Willingness to pay n % 

0 GEL/m3 38 2,7 

1 -5 GEL/m3 12 ,9 

6-20 GEL/m3 32 2,3 

21-40GEL/m3 49 3,5 

41-60 GEL /m3 38 2,7 

61-80 GEL /m3 26 1,9 

81-100 GEL /m3 27 2,0 

100<  GEL /m3 34 2,4 

Don’t know 167 11,9 

I am buying high-quality 
firewood, dry firewood 
already 

68 4,8 

Total* 490 35,0 
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Housing 

          

  

Extent of thermal insulation  

 

 

Number of rooms insulated 

 

 
Number of rooms heated by means other than centralized heating 
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Sources of energy for heating  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type of stove used for heating  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type of stove used for cooking  
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Price paid 
heating 

(%) 
cooking 

(%) 
Willingness to            
pay  

% 
 

0 GEL 5,2 4,8 nothing 31,3  

1 -100 GEL 10,2 11,1 10% more 24,1  

101 – 300 GEL 21,8 16,9 15% more 6,9  

301 – 500 GEL 21,1 17,2 20% more 7,7  

501 GEL and more 21,4 21,2 25% more 8,1  

Don’t know 20,2 28,7 Don’t know 21,8  

Total (n=1,400) 100,0 100,0 Total (n=478) 100,0 

 

Price and willingness to pay for stoves used for heating and cooking  

 

 

Forest sector reform 

 

Forest-related authorities, trusted and not known 

 

 

Practice of receiving firewood from the state  
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Sources of information 

 

 
2016 

 
2019 

Newspapers 18% publications, incl. newspapers, 
magazines, books 

14% 

Magazines 9% TV 83% 

Television news 76% Radio 6% 

The radio 5% Films and documentaries 6% 

Films and documentaries on television 19% Conversations with 
family/friends/neighbors/colleagues 

19% 

Conversations with 
family/friends/neighbors/colleagues 

19% Internet, incl. official websites, online 
newsletters, etc. 

36% 

Books 5% Social media 27% 

The Internet (social media) 42% Posters, leaflets, brochures or similar 
information material 

2% 

Publications/Brochures/information 
and material 

3% 9 Trainings 1% 

Events (conferences, fairs/exhibitions, 
festivals, etc.) 

3% Events (conferences, fairs/exhibitions, 
festivals, etc.) 

1% 

Visits to protected areas 3% Visits to protected areas 2% 

 

Sources of information on environmental issues (comparison 2016 - 2019) 

 


