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JOB VACANCY - CATHOLIC 
RELIEF SERVICES

Re- post: WASH Manager for LEAPS II Based inSavannakhet– 1 position (Lao National Only)

Primary Responsibilities:
The WASH Manager focuses on activities related to access to water, water point construction 
or rehabilitation, sanitation and hygiene activities in classrooms, and latrine and hand 
washing station construction or rehabilitation. Under the supervision of the Project Manager 
and with technical guidance from the WASH consultant, the WASH Manager will also play a 
key role in liaising and monitoring contracts for water points at schools. 

General areas of responsibility include:
1. Planning and Coordination.
2. Training.
3. Supervision of the construction of WASH-related infrastructure.
4. Other duties as assigned.

Minimum qualifi cations and experience
• Minimum Bachelor’s degree, Master’s degree preferred, in civil engineering, sanitary 

engineering, public health and/or nursing. 
• Three to fi ve years practical experience in implementing WASH programs in partnership 
• Experience in training and implementing fi eld-level WASH projects. 
• Proven strong ability to provide technical assistance and expert advice to partners in WASH.
• Experience in project planning, supervision, and reporting.
• Solid working knowledge of computers and the following software:  Windows, Outlook, 

MS Excel, MS Word; ability with MS Access highly desired.
• Independent thinker, ability to identify potential problems and offer solutions.
• Proven experience in planning, organization, staff management and staff development.
• Strong analytical and creative problem solving skills.
• Proven leadership and team-building skills.  
• Demonstrated ability to prioritize, manage multiple tasks, delegate responsibilities and 

ensure follow-up, and motivate staff.
• Fluent written and spoken English.

APPLICATION INFORMATION: To apply for this position, please submit an application 
letter stating your expression of interest along with your most current CV by emails to 
LA_HR@global.crs.org. Indicate on the subject line of the email: Application for (Position 
title), (Location), (First and Last Name). Full JD you can fi ne at www.108job.la

Closing date for applications: June 2, 2017– Candidates are strongly encouraged to 
apply prior to the dead line as selection will be done on an ongoing basis.

CRS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. WOMEN AND PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY.
Only short listed candidates will be contacted.

Consultant Procurement Notice
for Advisory Support on Investment Promotion in Lao PDR

of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
  

1. Purpose of the activities
The economy development of Lao PDR has been rapid as shown in signifi cant GDP growth over 7% in 
recent 5 years. In the 8th National Socio-Economic Development Plan (NSEDP, 2016-2020), the target of 
the GDP growth rate for the next 5year is set continuously over 7.5% in average and it also aims to reduce 
the poverty rate under 15% by 2020. Furthermore, there is the ultimate goal of the Government that Lao PDR 
graduates from Least Developed Country status by 2020. In the context of ASEAN, AEC has been started 
in the end of 2015 and Lao PDR will host the fi rst chairmanship in the ASEAN summit in 2016. To achieve 
these targets and goal according to the national plan and also to obtain the certain position in the competition 
amount ASEAN countries, the Government needs to take more strategic economic policy.
Private investment, especially the Foreign Direct Investment, has increasing and it plays a key role for 
the dramatic economic growth of Lao PDR. In 2014, the amount of the FDI was 1,852million USD 
which is 2.8 times of the amount of 2010 and the contribution is 15.9% in GDP (IMF, 2014). The 
increasing number of Special Economic Zone and Specifi c Economic Zone, in total 11 as of 2015, 
is deemed one of a main reason to attract the investors from overseas. Investment amount to SEZ is 
1,052million USD and the zones created 10,607jobs according the report of NSEDP. 
One of the JICA’s Country Assistance Policy and Priority Areas is Development of Economic and 
Social Infrastructure. It includes not only the development of fundamental infrastructure such as 
transport networks and stable power supply, but also improving the investment environment. To 
support the improvement, it is signifi cant to know the latest policy direction of the Government and 
the information of the investment especially from foreign countries which may change day by day.
This consultant is expected to support to JICA’s future activities on improvement of the investment 
environment of Lao PDR.

2. Activities and workload
1) To collect information of investment related laws, regulations, the transition of the investment policy and 
background, and the trend of FDI and foreign company's movement especially from Japan
2) To support information collection and building a human network for "Investment Promotion Advisor" in 
MPI for smooth operation. 
Total: 1.2M/M
3. Planned time of schedule of assignments
From the middle of June 2017 to the end of March 2018 (tentative)
4. Main qualifi cations
-  Proven ability to undertake research and analytical works on well-defi ned tasks
-  Excellent command of English in speaking and writing – capable to produce well-organized report
-  Excellent command of Lao language with good communication skills with government staff, local 

people and others
-  Preferably having a Master’s degree or above in the area of expertise or related areas (preferably 

from a renowned university) 
-  Work experience in the area of economic policy and investment promotion in South-East Asia  

Country including data analysis for more than 10 (ten) years
-   Work experience with international donor organizations, bilateral development agencies, projects 

supported by these organizations/agencies
5. Proposal Submission
All interested and qualifi ed candidates should obtain detailed TOR and designated proposal forms by 
contacting JICA Laos offi ce in Vientiane Capital and submit the proposal by 13th June 2016.  
Note; only designated proposal forms are accepted. 
Contact:  Mr. Kayasith SADETTAN
  JICA Laos Offi ce
  Address: P.O.Box 3933, Vientiane Capital
  TEL: 021-241100   FAX: 021-241101-2
               E-mail: KayasithS.LA@jica.go.jp

 Thursday June 1, 2017

Illegal wildlife trade contributes 
to the declining populations of 
several species in Laos, e.g. tigers 
and pangolins.   

Biodiversity is all about the 
interdependencies between species. 
Therefore, even small changes can 
have severe effects on ecosystems. 
Adding or subtracting a major 
predator in an ecosystem can trigger 
devastating cascading events. When 
top predators disappear from their 
natural habitats,  i t  has severe 
consequences for the ecosystem. 

T i g e r s  k e e p  h e r b i v o r e 
populations in check so that the 
equilibrium between herbivores 
and the vegetation they feed upon 
is secured. Consequently, the loss of 
large predator species results in the 
uncontrolled multiplication of their 
prey species. 

The sudden over-abundance of 
certain animals can have negative 
impacts such as excessive game 
browsing, disturbed tree regeneration 
and overgrazing. Subsequently, these 
changes will have an effect on the 
whole forest food web.

In Laos today, tigers as predators 
do not play a balancing role in 
forest ecosystems any more. Instead, 
hunters took over that role. As large 
and small predators such as civets, 
snakes or raptors are overhunted, their 
prey, e.g. rodents and pest, grow in 
excess. If this development continues, 
Lao forests will lose its ecological 
balance in the near future. 

In 2016, a study by the Wildlife 
Conservation Society and the Lao 
PDR’s National Animal Health 
Laboratory found more than a tonne of 
living and/or recently killed animals 

Once upon a time, tigers 
roamed the woods in 
Southeast Asia. They helped 
maintain healthy and well-

balanced forest ecosystems. Unlike 
most other cats, tigers are very fond 
of water and excellent swimmers. 
This is a huge evolutionary advantage 
because tigers come across many 
rivers and lakes while patrolling the 
forest as their territory in search of 
prey animals. 

Tigers spend most of their life 
as loners and claim big territories. 
Being on top of the food chain, tigers 
need large and highly productive 
ecosystems. They prey on different 
kinds of hoofed animals such as 
deer, serow, wild boars and cattle. 
But occasionally they also eat fi sh, 
crocodiles, leopards, civets, pythons 
and monkeys. 

Tigers are called umbrella species 
meaning that by protecting tigers many 
other species are also protected. When 
they disappear from their ancestral 
habitats, it is a clear indication that the 
ecosystem is in bad shape.

For hundreds of years tigers have 
been worshipped and admired for their 
great strength, grace, prowess and 
ferocity in many Asian cultures. They 
are referred to in various folklores, 
tales and myths even beyond Asia 
and have been a source of inspiration 
for writers and artists. Tragically this 
enshrinement does not protect tigers, 
but instead contributed to push them 
to the brink of extinction. 

The severe decline of tigers begun 
in the 20th century and since 1969 
tigers are declared endangered by the 
IUCN. Three out of nine subspecies 
are already extinct – the Bali Tiger 

Tigers on the Verge of Extinction

Tiger taking a bath. --Source: Mathias Appel - Flickr

Did you know?
...that less than 10% of the hunts a 
tiger engages in end successfully?
...that every tiger has its own 
unique pattern of stripes?
...that tigers can swim up to 6 km?

in the 1940s, the Caspian Tiger in 
the 1960s and the Javan Tiger in 
the 1970s. Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Russia, Thailand and Vietnam where 
tigers still live today are called tiger 
range countries (TRC). 

Nam Et-Phou Louey National 
Protected Area in the province Houaphan 
is the last retreat for the Indochinese 
Tigers in Laos. Photos of camera traps, 
footprints and genetic analysis of scats 
recently proved the presence of tigers on 
Lao territory. But despite the existence 
of protected areas in all TRCs, their 
survival is in danger. 

The IUCN Red List of Threatened 
Species categorises the Indochinese 
Tiger as endangered meaning that 
the species is considered to have a 
high risk of extinction in the wild. 

Once the population of a species is 
to diminished to be able to maintain 
itself its extinction in the wild cannot 
be averted. Today, more tigers live in 
captivity than in the wild. But tigers 
born and bred in captivity cannot be 
released into the wild. Instead, tigers 
in captivity are mostly bred for their 
body parts being turned into potions 
that are falsely believed to enhance 
virility or heal other ailments.

Today’s rapid rate of biodiversity 
loss is driven by human actions such 
as habitat destruction, unsustainable 
use of resources or illegal hunting. 
Laos rich biodiversity is threatened 
by practices like over-exploitation 
of timber, illegal logging, expansion 
of agricultural areas, mono-cultures, 
shifting cultivation and slash-and burn 
practices as well as an unsustainable 
hunting and fi shing. 

in seven markets in Laos that were 
surveyed three times. A sample 
of 1,937 mammals were offered 
for human consumption, 238 of 
which are classified as ‘threatened 
with extinction’ according to the 
globally recognised IUCN Red List. 
Nationally, all wildlife sold in the 
markets are protected under the Lao 
PDR Wildlife and Aquatic Law. 

By protecting tigers and other 
endangered  spec ies ,  the  Lao 
population would not only save 
magnificent animals for future 
generations, but also safeguard 
high-value fores t  ecosystems 
which are pivotal for the country’s 
survival. 

This article has been contributed 
b y  P ro C E E d  ( P ro m o t i o n  o f 
Climate-related Environmental 
Education), a project supported by 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
and implemented by the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH and 
the Department of Environmental 
Quality Promotion of the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment 
of the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic.
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