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My Little  
Deer Friend

A story about wildlife protection in Laos



Mai, a little girl, lives in a village in Laos close to a protected area. Her parents and 
the others villagers depend on forest products for a living. 
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One day, Mai plays near the small river as jumping into the water is one of her favorite 
games.
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When Mai takes a rest under a tree she hears some noise and to her surprise finds a 
little deer with a wound from an snare in its leg.
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Mai calls the deer ‘Fan Noy’. She gently carries the little deer to a safe place deep in 
the forest, where she hopes its parents would find it. Worrying that Fan Noy would 
die, she decides not to tell the adults in her village. Except her grandfather, she did 
not trust any adult of her village who were mostly hunters
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The only person she trusts is her grandfather who was a hunter himself but he now 
uses his experience to work as one of the community rangers, who help protect the 
forest.
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When Fan Noy gets better, the deer tells Mai about its fate: More and more hunters
want to kill her, her family and other wild animals for food and for sale…
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…. while more and more forests disappear for agricultural cultivation, human 
settlements and infrastructure projects.
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Fan Noy introduces Mai to other animals. Daeng, the elephant, reveals that only 
some thousand of its kind are left in Laos which was once called the ‘Land of a 
Million Elephants’. Probably, Mai’s grandchildren will never see a real elephant.
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Fon, the cat (suae meo), complains that so few of its family and friends are left in the 
forests that rats and mice have taken over the rice fields and village harvest barns.
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Mai is so moved by the animals’ tragedies that she turns to her grandpa for help. He 
adds: As cats and snakes get less and less because of over-hunting, rats and mice get 
more and more...
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... so that they eat the rice harvest on the fields and in the villages storage rooms, and 
spread infectious diseases. As a result, many villagers go hungry and some people 
even get sick.
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Grandpa also adds that bees, bats and birds get less and less because they are over-
hunted and because their home, the forests, are destroyed. These animals make sure 
that forests, flowers, fruit trees and other plants can reproduce. 
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Bees, bats and birds transport pollen (blossom dust) from blossom to blossom so 
that plants and animals can continue producing fruits, honey or medicine . They also 
eat the fruits and from the fruit seeds in their shit new trees and plants will grow. 
Whole forests rejuvenate this way without any human intervention. 
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Owls and eagles are over-hunted as well even though they also play an important 
role in keeping a natural balance between different animals and plants that live in a 
forest.
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Grandpa explains: If the wild animals are no longer strong and healthy, the forest 
cannot be healthy either. And if the forest is not healthy, villagers will suffer because 
they depend on the forest for shelter and food.
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Grandpa mentions to Mai that there are laws and regulations to protect wildlife. The 
laws allow local people to hunt wildlife for family food but not for sale. But some 
people do not follow the law. Instead, they hunt wildlife or cut trees for a profit. 
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Finally, Mai convinces her Grandpa to address a community meeting. While the 
animals watch from a distance in the forest, Grandpa has a serious talk with his 
fellow villagers and... 
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... they agree on a pledge that helps conserve forests and wildlife:  Let’s not harvest 
too much from our village forest so that it can regenerate naturally and will last for 
many generations... 
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...whenever we hunt animals that are allowed to be hunted, we make sure that 
enough young animals survive. We follow the law and only hunt wildlife or harvest 
wild plants for our own consumption, not for sale.
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Mai tells Fan Noy and her new animal friends about the pleade her village has taken. 
Ever since, Fan Noy and Mai and all the other animals in the forest become good 
friend who regularly visit and take care of each other.
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1. Wildlife means non-domesticated animals and plants

2. Laos offers habitats for a wide variety of wild animals 

3. Lao people cherish wildlife for many reasons

4. Wildlife in Laos is in danger

5. Wildlife trade is illegal and a threat to 
many animals

6. Loss of wildlife affects people’s 
livelihood

7. Unsustainable hunting causes 
imbalanced ecosystems

8. Wildlife hunting and trading are 
regulated by law

9. Wildlife conservation is based on 
habitat preservation

10. Strong regulations can protect wildlife

10 FACTs on Wildlife Conservation
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Protecting wildlife is a task shared by all Lao people: young and old, male and female, 
government officials and citizens. 

The Lao government established laws and regulations to protect and conserve wildlife. 
By knowing and respecting these laws and regulation, we guarantee that our children will 
benefit from the richness of nature in the future.

We hunt for our own consumption and just take what we really need for ourselves and 
our families. This way, the wildlife population can grow sustainably. A balanced wildlife 
population prevents us from plagues and pests  that destroy our crops and damage our 
health.

We hunt animals that we know are allowed to be hunted by law.

We hunt outside protected areas and do not hunt in the breeding season.

We use traditional hunting methods, i.e. traditional weapons and traps made of traditional 
materials. 

We safeguard the breeding periods of wild animals and their offspring.

By respecting these hunting practices we do good for  
wildlife, for us and for our country. 

Protecting Wildlife Means Protecting Ourselves
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If you would like to use this comic as a facilitator of a learning group in order to 
start a discussion process about wildlife protection, here are a few suggestions: 

zz Before you even start the discussion, make yourself familiar with the comic itself and 
also the related 10 FACTs flyer on Wildlife Conservation.

zz The full text in the 10 FACTs flyer provides you with valuable background information 
about wildlife conservation which you may need to answer specific questions asked by 
the group members.

zz Plan for a discussion process of the learning group of about 60-90 minutes. 

zz Give all group members some time to read the comic by themselves.

zz Then you read the comic aloud and ask the group a few questions regarding their 
understanding of the story: 

zÂ What, in your own words, is the story all about? 
zÂ Is there anything you don’t understand so that we can clarify this now?
zÂ What kind of new information did you learn from the comic book?
zÂ What does the comic ask you to do?

zz Next, you divide the group into several working groups of   3-5 participants. 

zz Ask the working groups to discuss among themselves the following questions and tasks: 

zÂ What does Mai learn from Noy and the other animals? 
zÂ What does Mai learn from her grandfather?
zÂ Why is it important to protect wildlife?

How to Use this Comic as a Learning Aid

23



zÂ Please, list all activities that are included in the 
villagers’ pledge to conserve forests and wildlife.
zÂ Please, list additional activities that could be introduced 
in your village to conserve forests and wildlife.

zz These questions and tasks could either be discussed in each of 
the working groups or by one working group each. 

zz The working groups present their discussion results in the 
plenary where the group findings can be compared.

zz You can use the practice-oriented ‘Protecting Wildlife Means 
Protecting Ourselves’ recommendations on the previous page 
for a summary after the groups’ plenary presentations.

zz When group members ask any kind of questions related to 
wildlife conservation that you are not certain how to respond 
to, you could refer to the related 10 FACTs flyer for answers. 
The headers of the 10 FACTs are presented on the previous 
page.
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